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RESUMEN. Tetrapanax papyriferum (Hook) K.Koch (Araliaceae) es usada tradicionalmente en la medici-
na China para tratar inflamaciones y disenterias. En nuestro pais es utilizada como sustituto de Cecropia
pachystachya Mart. (= Cecropia adenopus Mart.) (Cecropiaceae). Los objetivos del presente trabajo fueron
determinar los caracteres micrograficos de 7. papyriferum, que permitan su identificacion y evaluar su ca-
pacidad antibiética frente a microorganismos de interés en procesos respiratorios, asi como su capacidad
antioxidante. Preparados hidroalcohélicos de hojas de T. papyriferum presentan actividad inhibitoria del
crecimiento de Streptococcus pneumoniae (cepas sensibles y resistentes a B-lactamicos) con valores de con-
centracion inhibitoria minima (CIM) de 100 pg/mL y actividad depuradora de radicales libres con valores
de CDs, de 7,5 pg/mL. Nuestros resultados indican que los extractos de T. papyriferum podrian tener po-
tenciales aplicaciones como antimicrobianos y antioxidantes en formulaciones farmacéuticas.

SUMMARY. “Morphoanatomical Studies and Antineumococcal and Antioxidant Activities of Leaves from Tetra-
panax papyriferum (Hook) K. Koch” . Tetrapanax papyriferum (Hook) K. Koch (Araliaceae) is traditionally
used in China medicine to treat inflammations and dysenteries. In Argentina is used as substitute of Cecropia
pachystachya Mart. (= Cecropia adenopus Mart.) (Cecropiaceae). The aims of the present work were to deter-
mine the 7. papyriferum micrographic characters in order to its identification and to evaluate the antibiotic activi-
ty against microorganisms with interest in breathing processes as well as their antioxidant activity. Leaves hy-
droalcoholic extracts of T. papyriferum present inhibitory activity against Streptococcus pneumoniae (either f3-
lactamic sensitive and resistant strains) with minimal inhibitory concentration (MIC) values of 100 pg/mL and
radicals free scavenging activity with CDsq values of 7,5 pg/mL. Our results suggest that the extracts of 7. pa-
pyriferum could be used as antimicrobial and antioxidant in pharmaceutical preparations.
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