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RESUMO. O extrato hidroalcodlico (EHA) da Operculina alata (Ham.) Urban, é comercializado pelas pro-
priedades laxantes e catarticas. Apesar da ampla utilizacdo na Medicina tradicional, existem poucos estu-
dos sobre a seguranca de uso. Foram investigados efeitos da administracio cronica do EHA sobre parame-
tros bioquimicos e hematoldgicos. Nao foram observados sinais de toxicidade aguda ou morte, nem alte-
racdes nos perfis bioquimicos e hematolégicos, excetuando-se aumento significativo nos niveis séricos de
glicose, alanina amino-transferase e fosfatase alcalina e reduc@o na contagem de monécitos. Embora esta-
tisticamente significativas, as alteracdes ocorreram dentro da faixa de referéncia para espécie. Aparente-
mente, essas alteracoes nio estio relacionadas a efeitos toxicos do extrato.

SUMMARY . “Chronic Toxicological Evaluation of the Hydroalcoholic Extract of Operculina alata (Ham.) Urban
on Biochemical and Hematological Parameters in Female Wistar Rats”. The hydroalcoholic extract (HAE) of
Operculina alata (Ham.) Urban is commercialized due to its laxatives and cathartic properties. Despite its large
use in traditional medicine, there are few studies about its safety. The effects of the chronic administration of the
HAE on hematological and biochemical parameters were investigated. Acute toxicity signs or deaths were not
observed, nor alterations on hematological and biochemical parameters, except for a significant increase of the
seric levels of glucose, alanine aminotransferase and alkaline phosphatase and also the decrease of monocytes
counts. Although statistically significant, the alterations occurred on the reference values range and, apparently,
they were not related to toxic effects of the extract.
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