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RESUMO. Estudo fitoquimico das folhas, cascas do caule e das raizes de Vitex gardneriana Schauer (Ver-
benaceae) revelaram a presenca de terpendides/esteréides, saponinas, aciicares redutores, fenilpropanogli-
cosideos e iridéides. Os extratos oriundos das folhas e das cascas do caule apresentaram maior quantidade
de metabdlitos secundarios e foram eleitos, junto com o iridéide aucubina, para ensaio moluscicida frente
a desovas de Biomphalaria glabrata, hospedeiro intermediario da esquistossomose mansonica. Os extratos
selecionados (100 ppm) mostraram pronunciada atividade ovicida, superior ao do controle positivo de sa-
ponina, com mortalidade aproximada de 90%. A aucubina isolada (100 ppm) apresentou um resultado
ainda melhor com 100% de mortalidade.

SUMMARY . “Molluscicidal Activity of the Extracts and Aucubin from Vitex gardneriana Schauer (Verbenaceae)
on Embryos of Biomphalaria glabrata” . Phytochemical study of leaves, stem bark and stem root of Vitex gard-
neriana Schauer (Verbenaceae) revealed the presence of flavonoids, terpenoids/steroids, saponins, reducting sug-
ars, phenylpropanoglycosides and iridoids. Leaves and stem bark extracts presented higher amount of secondary
metabolites that and have been selected, together with aucubine iridoid, to carry out molluscicidal test against
Biomphalaria glabrata eggs, intermediate host of schistosomiasis. Selected extracts (100 ppm) showed pro-
nounced ovicidal activity, higher than positive saponin control group, with mortality close to 90%. Aucubine iso-
lated (100 ppm) presented even better result with 100% mortality.
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