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Revisiones

RESUMO. O Nim éuma arvore milenar, nativa da [ ndia, que vem sendo utilizada ha séculos para os mais
variados fins. Suas atividades medicinais e praguicidas tém sido fonte de grande interesse na pesguisa
cientifica. A planta fornece grande nimero de metabdlitos secundérios com atividade biolégica, sendo a
azadiractina considerada de maior importancia ecolégica. A pesquisa envolvendo a planta vem crescendo
nos Ultimos anos, devido a procura por métodos ambientalmente seguros no controle de pragas, sendo evi-
dente que a arvore pode desempenhar um papel importante no manejo integrado de sistemas, e também
devido aos seus comprovados efeitos medicinais.

SUMMARY. “The Neem tree (Azadirachta indica): wide-ranging uses’. Neem is a millenary tree native to India
where it has traditionally been used for centuries for treatment of human ailments and pest control. The Neem
tree has fascinated scientists from various fields of research as its secondary metabolites find use in agriculture
and medicine. A large number of biologically active compounds have been isolated from it; the best known
among them is azadirachtin, which is considered to be of the most ecological importance. Studies on the various
parts of the tree have been increased significantly and its active principles have interesting potential for usein in-
tegrated pest management and alternative medicines.
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