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RESUMEN. Serealizo un estudio descriptivo retrospectivo en cinco consultorios del Policlinico de Cuma-
nayagua, Cienfuegos, Cuba, entre enero y abril de 2004. Se estudiaron 134 nifios menores de cinco afios
con diagndstico de infecciones respiratorias agudas con la intencion de caracterizar las mismasy evaluar
el comportamiento de la prescripcion de antimicrobianos. Serealizé un muestreo bietdpicoy se analizaron
diferentes variables. Las infecciones respiratorias altas fueron las mas frecuentes (85,6% episodios) y den-
tro deellas, € catarro comun y la rinofaringitis. L os antimicrobianos més prescriptos fueron la amoxicili-
na (31,2%) y la penicilina G (27,4%). Se observo que € error mas frecuente en la terapéutica antimicro-
biana fue la seleccién del farmaco (79,0%) y que € 73,2% de las prescripciones se consider aron inadecua-
das.

SUMMARY. “Assessment of the Prescription of Antimicrobialsin Acute Respiratory Infections in Children under
Five Years Old”. A descriptive retrospective study was carried out in 5 consulting rooms from the Policlinic of
Cumanayagua town council, Cienfuegos, Cuba from January to April 2004. One hundred and thirty four children
under 5 years old of age and with a diagnosis of an acute respiratory infection were studied in order to character-
ize them and assess the pattern of the prescription of antimicrobials. A two stage sample was performed and
some variables were analyzed. Upper respiratory infections were the most frequent (85.6%) and among them
cold and rhinopharyngitis. The antimicrobials most prescribed were amoxicillin (31.2%) and penicillin (27.4%).
It was observed that the most common mistake was the antimicrobial selection (79.4%) and that the 73.2% of the
prescriptions were not adequate.
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