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Notas al Editor 
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SUMMARY. This document here has been elaborated by the IUPAC Medicinal Chemistry section and is 
backed by a large number of scientists, many of whom have had direct involvement and whose names 
appear at the end of the article. This work discusses the role that the discovery of new medicinal agents 
has in the development of societies as well as in the conservation of biodiversity in terms of the work 
carried out on natural products. Also included are several recommendations for countries which are 
presently in search of their own scientific and technological development in medicinal agents. The IUPAC 
Medicinal Chemistry section would appreciate the collaboration of the scientific societies in every country 
to aid in the diffusion of this document. 
RESUMEN. "La Química Medicinal en el Desarrollo de Sociedades. Biodiversidad y Productos Naturales". Se 
presenta un documento de opinión elaborado por la sección de Química Medicinal de IUPAC, que cuenta ade- 
más con el acuerdo de un buen número de científicos, algunos de los cuales figuran al final del trabajo. Se plan- 
tea el papel que puede tener el descubrimiento de medicamentos en el desarrollo de las sociedades y manteni- 
miento de la biodiversidad en base a los trabajos en productos naturales. Se plantean recomendaciones de aplica- 
ción en los países que están en la búsqueda de su desarrollo científico y tecnológico en el medicamento. Es inten- 
ción de la sección Química Medicinal de IUPAC su difusión internacional, por lo que agradecen la colaboración 
de las sociedades científicas de los diferentes países. 

Modern times have seen globalization of al1 not at the same leve1 of development and a sig- 
human endeavors accompanied by a seamless, nificant challenge still lies in respecting and har- 
sans frontiers, diffusion of culture, ideas and sci- nessing our differences to insure peace, justice 
ence across traditional boundaries of territories, and liberty for all. 
cultures and societies. However, al1 societies are For example, within the context of the life 
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